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THE FIRST WORD

January, 2012

2012 L egidlative Session
Kicks-Off February 6th

The 2012 OklahomalL egislature will convenefor the second
half of thebienniumon February 6th. ACECOKLAHOMA is
already preparing for what promises to be an interesting
session preceding the fall elections.

Bill filing is just beginning, so we don't yet have aread on
i ssueswhichtheengineeringcommunity will befacing, but be
assuredthat ACEC OKLAHOMA will bekeeping awatchful
eye on the happenings at the State Capitol.

One issue which we know will be receiving a great deal of
attention is Governor Fallin's proposal to repair or replace
some 700 bridgesin Oklahomaover thenext eight years (See
the October, 2012, "The First Word" for details).

Whilethere should be universal agreement intheL egislature
for theneed of theprogram, asalways, fundingthe Governor's
program will be the major hurdle in adown, but recovering,
economy.

ACECOKLAHOMA will bemonitoringthisand other issues,
and will keep you informed as the session progresses.

Welcome New Member

ACECOKLAHOMA isexcitedtowel comeour newest member
firm, M PW Engineeringof Tulsa.

M PW Engineeringisa66-personfirmprovidingmechanical,
electrical, plumbing, andfireprotecti on engineering services.

Scott Webb and Gregory Patovisti are principals of the firm
located in downtown Tulsa.

WewelcomeM PW EngineeringtotheACECOKLAHOMA
and ACEC family, and look forward to having thefirm asan
activemember of the Council's.

2012 Educational Programs
Availablefrom Oklahoma
Local Technical Assistance
Program (LTAP)

TheL ocal Technical AssistanceProgram at OklahomaState
University isoneof 58 L TAP Centerslocated throughout the
United States. TheFederal Highway Administrationandthe
Oklahoma Department of Transportation fund the Local
Technical Assistance Program.

LTAP Centers provide training and technical assistance to
government entities that maintain and construct transporta-
tion systems at the local level.

Three training courses of interest are available to ACEC
OKLAHOMA membersthisspring:

* Feb. 16, 2012 - Geo-Synthetic Reinforced Soil Integrated
Bridge System

* April 19, 2012 - Flexibilitiesin Right-of -Way
* June21, 2012 - In Lieu/Mitigation Banking.
All programsof Freetoparticipants. For moreinformationand

toregister, visit the LTAPwebsite at http://clgt.okstate.edu/
Secondary%620Page%020L ayout/Itapschedule.htm

Governor Fallin Featured
Speaker at TRUST Banquet

The annual TRUST Transportation|nnovation Banquetisset
for Tuesday, January 17th athe Oklahoma History Center.

Governor Mary Fallin will be the speaker and outline her
Bridge Improvement and Turnpike Modernization Plan.

For moreinformation and to register for thisgalaevent, visit
the TRUST websiteat: http://www.restoretrust.org/



OAPA Conference Features
Program on Perpetual Pavement

The OklahomaA sphalt Pavers Association (OAPA) Annual
Conference will be held on Wednesday, February 8th in
OklahomacCity.

The OAPA Conference will include two programs which
should be of interest to consultants, and OA PA hasextended
aninvitationto attendto all interested ACEC OKLAHOMA
members.

OAPA Executive Director Larry Patrick to ACEC OKLA-
HOMA, "We are going to have a breakout sessions in the
afternoon in which we gearing towards consultants and
geotech engineers.”

Patrick added, "We will have folks coming in to talk about
perpetual pavements, designing perpetual pavements, and
then cover actually perpetual pavement performance both
on test sections at the NCAT track at Auburn, Alabama that
are Oklahoma mixes and the one Oklahoma project on
Airport Road here in OKC."

For moreinformationandtoregister, visitthe OAPA website
at: http://mww.okhotmix.com/2012conference

ACEC Wins
Congressional Support for
CorpsOutsourcing

At ACEC’ surging, Congressincluded languagein theyear-
end omnibus appropriations bill that promotes contracting
out on Corps of Engineerswork.

The language was included to balance new authority for
municipalities to use the Corps for certain projects that are
ongoing and had been previously funded through earmarks.

ACEC raised concernswith Congressthat such new author-
ity could result in work being in-sourced by the Corps.

Intheconferencereport accompanyingthefinal bill Congress
declared: " The conferees do not expect these changes to
resultin morearchitect/engineer design work beingunder-
taken by Corps personnel. The conferees expect the Corps
to continue its contracting efforts for such servicesasin
prior years."

Thisisanimportant victory for ACEC members, andwill help
inthecontinuing effortstoincrease designwork outsourcing
by the Corps.

L eadership For Engineers -
the 2012 Edition

February 9thwill usherinthebeginning of "Class3" of ACEC
OKLAHOMA's"Leadership For Engineers' program.

Thisyear'sclassisfull, and we have an outstanding group of
individualsready totakethe next stepforwardintheir career.
Participating thisyear are:

HollisAllen
Walter P Moore

David Cross
TetraTech

ChrisHill
Meshek & Associates

Jason Langhammer
Garver

David Neuhauser
CP&Y

Scott Rodehaver
WallaceEngineering

Brandon Wall
Wall Engineering

Todd Cochran
Schemmer

Doug Glenn
Cobb Engineering

Elli Johannson
CraftonTull

NicMillard
SAIC

Aaron Peck
Guy Engineering

Ryan Smith
Poe & Associates

Michael Wilson
C.H. Guernsey & Co.

OmeedMollaian
MacArthur Associated
Consultants

Class#3will meet for threetwo-day sessions, for atotal of 26
hours of classroom training. Specific topics will include
Finance Management, L eadership, Strategic Planning, Hu-
man Resources, and other areaswhich arekey toasuccessful
professional and business enterprise.

Congratulations to this year's class for the being nominated
by their firm, andwelook forwardtohavingyouinthisyear's
class.

ACEC OKLAHOMA
General Membership Dinner
and Engineering Excellence Awards

Thursday, January 26, 2012
Oklahoma City

Registration | nfor mation Coming Soon!



